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The Cherry Tree 

Word Meaning 
Mussoorie A city in North India 

Bazaar A marketplace with many shops 

Sour A bitter taste like a lemon 

Come all the way  Come from a far distance 

Foothills  The bottom or base of mountains 

Soil The upper layer of earth on which plants grow 

Stony Full of stones 

Stunted  Make something short in height 

Sheltered Covered, shaded 

Slopes  The slanted sides of the mountains 

Oak and Deodar Two types of trees which usually grow in northern, cold places 

Outskirts  The outer part of a town or city 

Retired  Stopped working in a job due to an old age 

Ranger  A person whose job is to keep and take care of a forest 

Cottage A small house in the countryside 

Promptly Do something quickly, at once, on time 

Tang Strong, stinging taste or flavour 

put it away  Keep somewhere safely 

Put it to use To use something, make something useful 

Spade  Gardening tool used for digging 

Dig up Dig a place to remove something which was buried or planted 

Flower bed  A portion of the garden, where only flowers grow 

Sown  Planted the seeds of a plant 

Mustard  A type of plant whose seeds are used in cooking and sauces 

Shady  A place where there is shade 

Disturbed Interrupted someone’s normal routine 

Snows The snowy peaks of the mountains 

Bare Empty, uncovered, basic without any plants 

Charcoal  A black solid fuel, used for burning a fire or barbecues 

Eyesight  A person’s ability to see 



Rather weak Not very strong or good 

Dull  Boring, not interesting 

Flew Past tense of ‘fly’  

Chop Cut into pieces by hitting hard with an axe or knife 

V - shaped formation In the shape of the letter ‘V’ 

Streaming  Moving in a continuous flow 

Northwards  Towards the direction of North 

Twig  The small pieces of a branch, usually fallen at the bottom of a tree 

Well-rooted  With deep roots, making it fixed and unmovable  

Stared Look continuously with full attention, at something, without blinking 

Fetch  Go to bring back someone or something 

Haunches 

 when one’s bottom and thigh are pressed together 

Bent almost double  Bend your body until the top half and bottom half are of  equal length in 

front of each other 

Peered  Look with difficulty at something, focusing your eyes 

Indoors Inside a building 

Drown  Cover with so much liquid or water until you are not able to breathe 

Sprinkling  Spread a few and little drops of water or liquid 

Circled  Surround in the form of a circle 

Pebbles Small stones, usually with smooth edges 

Seem  Look like 

Allowed  Let himself 

Except  Other than 

Least  Smallest possible amount 

Plodded  Walk slowly with heavy steps, as though mud is stuck to your shoes 

Gumboots  Long waterproof, rubber boots  

Dripped  Let drops of water fall 

Mist Thin layer of water, like a fog 

Curling up  Move in a circular shape, like a ball or a hair curl 

Remained Stayed after everything left 

Never mind Don’t worry 

Tough Strong 

Towards Move near 

Cut in two Cut into half, so there are two pieces  

Went after Follow or chase 

Scolded Spoke in an angry way 

Damage Loss and harm 

Repaired Fixed  



Intention Aim or plan  

Tender  Soft and gentle, similar to a baby 

Sturdy Strong and healthy enough to stand firmly 

Ploughing Dig into the soil to make rows ready for planting seeds 

Sowing Planting seeds 

Grow another foot Grow 12 inches taller (12inches length = 1foot) 

Perched Rest on something thin or small by balancing yourself 

Bulging Stick outwards in a round, curved way 

Make a meal of Eat a lot of something, the way you do for a meal 

Removed Moved away from something 

Heap An untidy pile  

Early Quickly, before time 

Bent (past tense of bend) lean low  

Sought (past tense of seek) look for, tried to find 

Grumpy In a bad mood, cross, angry, irritated, not happy with anything 

Warmth Heat, warm temperature 

Warmth in my bones Make my body feel warmer 

Gazed  Continuously look in wonder or admiration  

Performed  Carry out an action in a good way 

Miracle  An unexpected and extraordinary occurrence which did not seem possible 

Pale  Light coloured e.g. pale pink, pale blue 

Blossom Flowers on a tree, those that usually come before fruit comes 

Flit  Move quickly and lightly from one place to another 

Foliage  The greenery of leaves 

Feasting  Eat and drink in large amounts 

Reclining  Lie back in a resting position, usually on a chair 

Cane chair Chair made of thin, long stems of wood 

Breeze  Gentle wind 

Beneath Under 

Ran his hand  Let his hand feel the surface 

Whispered  Speak very quietly, so no one hears 

 

 

  


